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DUN LAOGHAIRE AND BRAY 


“BREAD ONLY AT 


BREAKFAST . 


PRIVATION FOR MANY 
BEFORE HARVEST - 


-“ 


&DD READ for breakfast only”? 


should be the motto of 
those who ean afford a mixed diet, 
said Mr. D. Twomey, Secretary o 
the Department of Agriculture, at 
meeting of the County Dublin 
farmers and members of Parish 
Councils yesterday. He was appeal- 
ing for co-operation between the 
Government and people in steps now 
being taken to eke out wheat 
supplies There was bound to be 
privation for many before the next 
harvest unless this was done. 

Apart from the aged, infirm and the 
very young, only those who hel to 
increase the nation’s food production 
during the coming months would have 
the right to eat next winter. The posi- 
tion with regard to wheat was that 
they were going to be 100,000 tons short 
between now and their next harvest 
and they would have to make good this 
deficit themselves, because the prospects 
of importing any grain were not 
They had been caught short unexpec- 
tediv, without any blame attaching 
itself to any section of the community. 
lf. on the other hand, they found them- 
selves short of cereals after next 
harvest, they would have only them- 
selves to blame. Any farmer who could 
should during the next few weeks 
further increase his acreage under wheat 
by sowing spring varieties. 

Mr. Twomey also urged the people to 
inerease the land under potatoes as a 
second line of defence against any 
possible failure of the wheat crop. 
They would also have to increase their 
crops of oats and barley to ensure the 
maintenance of their live stock and 
poultry and of the milling and distilling 


industries. 


PARISH COUNCIL 
ACTION 


Twenty acres of land in Co. Kildare 
on which it is intended to grow wheat 
has been taken by a Dublin Parish 
Council. On the initiative of the Rev. 
M. Troy, C.C., the Terenure Council 
has taken the land as a contribution 
to the national food production drive 
and has voted £100 from its funds 
towards its development. A number of 
prominent residents in Terenure, headed 
by the Very. Rev. Canon Sheehan, 
P.P., subscribed on loan and at their 
personal risk the balance of the money 
required to carry the scheme through. 

A small sub-committee has been ap- 
pointed to make all the necessary 
arrangements, and an _ experienced 
farmer living near the land has kindly 
volunteered to supervise in his spare 
time the sowing and the harvesting of 
the wheat. 


BREAD POSITION 


There is uncertainty amongst the 
public as to the effect of the new Order 
relating to bread, but there is equal 
uncertainty amongst the bakers as to 
how their efforts to put into effect the 
‘four loaves instead of five ” is work- 
ing out. It is probable that a meeting 
of the trade will shortly be held to re- 
view the whole position. 

What are the substitutes for bread 
about which one hears so much these 
days? “The difficulty in this respect 
is that most of the effective substitutes 
for bread such as oatmeal, rice or 
bread made from rye or barley are 
just as unobtainable now,” answered 
a member of the Irish Council for 
Dietetics. ‘‘ The best available sub- 
stitute is potatoes, although they are 
not quite so rich in protein as wheaten 
bread. If potatoes are not properly 
prepared for the table, however, much 
of their food value is lost, because ex- 
cessive boiling destroys most of the 
vitamin content. They should be 
steamed preferably.” 


NO RAIDS ON BRITAIN 


The British Air Ministry yesterday 
announced that there had been nothing 
to report during daylight. It was 
added that a ones bomber was 
destroyed on Tuesday evening. 
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Mr. D. Twomey speaking at the 
Dublin County Council Offices, 
Parne yuare, With. him is 
the new County Commissioner, 

Mr. D. J. O'Donovan. 
i 


UMMER TIME IN 
EIRE 


°°! SPECIAL COMMITTEE'S 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


'FEE report of the Summer Time 
Committee set up in March, 
1940, to inquire into the operation 
of the Summer Time Act, 1916, and 
the Summer Time Act, 1925, was 
issued yesterday. It says that the 
evidence showed a _ preponderating 
desire in cities and towns in favour 
of the system of time which had 
operated here for a quarter of a 
century—namely, the adoption of 
Eastern European time, with an 
advance of one hour of summer 
time. 

The farming community had showed 
hostility to the change, and regarded 
it as injurious to their interests. Some 
representatives of agriculture wanted a 
complete reversion to Irish standard 
time as operative up to 1916. 


ably impressed by the case made 
against an advance on natural time of 
from one hour and twenty-five minutes 
to one hour and forty minutes ou the 
ground that it marked too great a 
departure from natural. conditions. 
They recommend that the Time 
(Ireland) Act, 1916, should be repealed, 
so that Greenwich mean time or West 
Europeau time should no longer be the 
time ‘for normal purposes in this 
country. They state that the meri- 
dian of 74 degrees west longitude, 
which follows a line from Lough Swilly 
to Dungarvan Bay, would give the 
country a standard time exactly thirty 
minutes behind Greenwich time. They 
regarded this meridian which divided 
the country approximately into ual 
parts as the natural and logical line 
to take for the determination of stan- 
dard time of the country as a whole. 
Summer time should be advanced one 
hour .on the. new Irish standard. time. 
The introduction of summer 
earlier than mid-April was undesirable, 
but it might be retained up till early 
November, and they, therefore, recom- 
mend that summer time hould come in 
on the first Sunday of April and end on 
the first Sunday in November. 


WEIGHT OF EVIDENCE 


Messrs. J. ©. M. Eason and T. 
Kennedy stated that they were unable 
to agree with the recommendation of 
an Irish time as approved by the 
majority of the Committee. The weight 
of evidence, they said, went to show 
that the majority of the people 
fa~oured th. retention of Greenwich 
time with the normal period of summer 
time. 
¢ The Chairman of the Committee was 
Mr. T. A. Smiddy. and the other 
members were Mr. M. Lawlor and Mr. 
R. Wilson. 


Ankara Radio reported that the 
Turkish motor vessel Chankaya was 
torpedoed by an unidentified submarine 
in the Straits of Istanbul. All the 
crew were saved.—(The A.P.) 
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Lovely Ameritan 
Handbag in shiny 
crocodile grain. 
You'll Jove its big 
pouchy style with 
double handles. Gilt 
frame and silk jined 
throughout. In Red, 
Brown, Black. 


Special 8/11 
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A Fashion and 
Value Triumph! 
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No. 2 

Str ined Beauty in f-ncy 
Grain Calfette—wonderfully smart, 
with stunning gilt frame. Silk 
lined. Fitted with separate purse 
and mirror. In Red, Navy. Brown. 
Wonderful Value ...... 


A brilliant example of what's new 
in Handbags for Spring is this 
fancy Grain 


The Committee said it was consider-. 


time 


American Model in 

Calfette. Ultra smart underarm 
style, with rolled frame and 
softly gathered front. In Green, 
Brown, 


Marvellous Value nó 8/ 11 
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T1 BRAKE ON BOXING 


AND DOG RACING 
MUST NOT OFFEND 
BRITAIN’S EFFORT 


Ln es 4 


IR STAFFORD CRIPPS, Leader 
of the House of Commons, in 
replying to a two days’ debate on 
the war, announced yesterday that 
the Government had decided to take 
measures to see that boxing and 
dog racing “ and similar activities 
‘are no longer allowed to offend the 
solid and serious intentions of the 
nation to achieve victory.” 
“Personal extravagances,’’ he declared, 
“must be eliminated, together with 
every other form of wastage, small or 
large, and all unnecessary expenditure. 
In the realm of war effort no person 
can be allowed to stand in the way 
of efficiency or swiftness of production, 
and we must, without regard to the 
interests of individuals, key up the 
tempo of our war effort on every side.”’ 


Taking down once and for all the 
motto: ‘‘ Business and pleasure as 
usual,” Sir Stafford promised to 


we bts into expediting plans for the 
industrial development of India; to 
consider the formulation of a scheme 
for smaller workshops and factories to 
make a greater contribution to the war 
effort ; to discuss the creation of greater 
liaison between workers and manage- 
ments in solving production problems; 
to see whether certain sections of civil 
defence could be employed in produc- 
tive work during the lull in bombing. 

A significant passage in Sir Stafford’s 
speech concerned the use of heavy 
bombers and the bombing of Germany, 
the wisdom of which had been ques- 
tioned by certain members. ‘I can 
assure the House,” he said, ‘‘ that the 
Government is fully aware of the other 
uses to which our resources could be 
put, and the moment they arrive at a 
decision, if the circumstances warrant a 
change, a change in policy will be 
made. 


GRAVE SITUATION 


The circumstances are grave, and the 
Government are convinced that it is 
the wish of the people in this country 
to treat this grave situation with all 
the seriousness that it, undoubtedly, 
demands. For two and a half years now 
the great majority of the people have 
been working their hearts out in their 
various spheres to give every help, but 
there still remains a minority of people 
who appear to regard their personal in- 
terests in a manner which is not con- 
sonant with that totality of effort which 
is required if we are to come through 
the present difficulties with success. 
The Government is determined that 
such an attitude cannot be permitted 
to persist. 

it creates such an attitude and 
spreads a sense of frustration and dis- 
appointment, and it must be dealt with 
ruthlessly and wherever it occurs. 

Concerning India, he intimated that 
there would shortly be a Government 
decision, which would be the basis of 
a debate. Critics had said that this 
was a departure from precedent. 


NO TOTAL BAN ON | 
SPORTS _ 


Sir Stafford Cripps’s reference to re- 
stricting greyhound racing, boxing and 
similar things does not mean that these 
are to be abolished altogether, says the 
Press Association Lobby Correspon- 
dent. The end of the sentence in 
which Sir Stafford dealt with this was 
largely lost owing to a burst of approv- 
ing cheers, and a good many M.P.s 
went away with the impression that 
all such sports were to be ended finally 
until the war is over. In fact, Sir 
Stafford qualified: his sentence by ex- 
plaining that they would be restricted 
in so far as they interfered with the 
war effort and the achievement of 
victory. 

I understand that this may mean in 
some places that mid-week meetings 
will be forbidden. Another possibility 
is that special transport will not be 
permitted for race meetings, as this is 
obviously rather a misuse of oil and 
other resources, and might in some 
circumstances hamper war workers. 
From time to time there have been 


places like Newmarket. 


AGRICULTURAL WAGES 
COMING INVESTIGATION 


The whole question of agricultural 
wages will be investigated by the Agri- 
cultral Central Wages Board about the 
middle of March. 

This was announced in the Senate 
yesterday by the Minister for Agri- 
culture during a-debate on a motion 
calling for a substantial increase in the 
wages of agricultural workers and for 
an improvement in conditions . 

The MINISTER revealed that in the 
course of the last four or five weeks 
the Chairman of the Board—a nominee 
of the Government—who was collabor- 
ating with five regional committees, on 
which farmers and agricultural 
labourers were equally represented, had 
been consulting the committees. If 
the Board decided to leave things as 
they were, dissatisfied Senators could 
move for the repeal of the Act under 
which the Board had been set up. 

Senator BAXTER, speaking in sup- 

rt of an amendment making wage 
increases conditional on the setting uP 
of a lasting organisation, said that suc 
an organisation should be at the ser- 
vice of the Minister. 

Professor JOHNSTON said that the 
average income of those engaged in 
agriculture, as distinct from agricul- 
tural labourers was £50 per annum, 
compared with £75 per annum received 
by the labourer. 

A barter system which would enable 
the exchange of agricultural produce for 
raw materials to help farming and in- 
dust was suggested by Senator 
WILLIAM CUMMINS. 

The House adjourned sine die. 


REFERENDUM BILL 


On the Committee stage of the 
Referendum Bill, 1941, Senator M. 
TIERNEY proposed a series of amend- 
ments designed to bring the bill into 
line with the Constitution. 

The MINISTER (Mr. 


MacEntee) 


method by which Constitution 
could be amended except by referen- 
dum. There was also the difficulty 
that such a proposal, even if passed by 
the Senate or Dail; would remain in a 
state of suspended animation until the 
Government elected to submit it to a 
referendum. i 

Professor —Tierney'ra amendments 
were withdrawn, and the bill passed 
the Committee stage. 


DUBLIN WOMAN INJURED 
BY ‘BUS 


Elizabeth Kelly (59), a widow, of 
34 La oi Sean McDermott street, one 
of Dublin’s best-known street singers,’ 
was knocked down by a ‘bus shortly 


| after 10 o’c. last night, at the corner 


of Butt Bridge and Tara street. 
Brought in the Fire Brigade ambulance 
to Sir. Patrick Dun’s Hospital, she was 


found to be suffering from multiple 


= injuries. 


in 


complaints of the number of cars at 


said there did not appear to be any | 
the : 


JAPANESE LOSE 3 
SHIPS,- 30 ’PLANES 


a 
. 4 


SIXTY TRANSPORTS AT 
_MARTABAN 


- 


three for the day. 


circles describe 


damage was caused. 


Allied 'planes in raids on 


KANGOON, Wednesday. — About 
thirty Japanese fighters, it is officially 
stated, “‘met their end in the course 
of the day ”’ 

An Army communiqué states :—'' On 
the southern front there has been no 
contaci with the enemy. Our troops 
on the Sittaung River are reorganising 
after heavy fighting. On the northern 
front there is nothing to report. On 
the instructions of the Governor of 
Burma, a military commander has been 
appointed in Rangoon to prevent 
looting and arson, Curfew has been 
ordered from to-night in Rangoon.” 

R.A.F. Headquarters report :—‘' Lhe 
Allied air forces in Burma have dealt 
some hard blows to the Japanese air 
and lard forces. .Two Japanese river 
boats were sunk by our bombers near 
Moulmein, and early this evening a 
fight between large numbers of 
Japanese fighters who were escorting 
their bombers and R.A.F.:and A.V.G. 
fighters resulted in the destruction of a 
considerable number of Japanese alr- 
craft, Some 30 Japanese fighters met 
their end in the course of the day, 
but we are not yet able to give a 
definite tigure.”’—(Reuter.) 

Reuter’s Special Correspondent with 
the British forces in Burma states :— 

“In the south our troops have now 
retired to the west bank of the bis 
River, a broad, sluggish stream 
miles from the Burma Road.”’ i 

Certaifr areas of the Chitéagong dis- 
trict near the western Burma frontier 


SAW TURF FIRE 
FOR FIRST TIME 


By an IRIsH Times Starr REPORTER. 


R. THOMAS A. HICKOK, 
M newly-appointed Second Secre- 
tary to the American Legation, 
Phenix Park, saw his first turf fire on 
his arrival yesterday in the West of 
Ireland. ‘‘ It looked good,” he told me’ 
at the Legation in Dublin yesterday 
evening, within two hours of his motor- 
ing up from the ’bus terminal. “ And 
it was warm, too!” Mr. Hickok 
expects to have trouble in adjusting 
himself to the Irish climate, for he has 
spent a good many of his recent years 
in the tropics. He was born in 


1906 ; 


in 


ennsylvania, and Hamilton College, 
Clinton, New York, where he took his 
B.A. in 1927. Joining the Foreign 
Service, he has held appointments at 
Toronto, Beirut, Jerusalem, Lagos and 


Tokyo. He has just come from Manila, 
via Washington. 
“I saw quite a lot of the country- 


side from the 'bus,” he said, “and I 
liked it. Dublin City I haven’t seen 
yet; in fact, I don’t quite know what 
the outside of the Legation here looks 
like.” His chief sporting interest is 
tennis, with golf a good second, and 
he is also a keen cine-film “fan.” 
Some of his films, which have not yet 
arrived in Dublin, feature scenes in 
Manila which should interest all readers 
of recent headlines, 

“How about getting around?” I 
asked. 

“You are having difficulties with 
transport, I understand,” said Mr. 
Hickok, “‘and, personally, I am think- 
ing of buying a bicycle. Mr. Brennan, 
your Minister, advised me before I left 

Vashington to get one.” Apart from 
his open-air interests, Mr. Hickok reads 
a lot, and is an ardent theatre-goer. A 
Menage the Abbey Theatre is first on 
his list. - 


SAND-STORMS IN LIBYA 


While. sand-storms prevented land 
operations in Libya yesterday, the 
yal Air Force reported Cites 
attacks on targets at Sásta, Derna 
and Tripoli during Monday night. 
Fires, it was stated, broke out at both 
Derna and Martuba, and a violent 
explosion was caused on the main road 
north of the latter objective. At 
Tripoli bombs . burst 
harbour Reeser 
y. were dro 
Benghasi and Cirene. pee 
Axis aircraft continued to raid 
vag ce ed egy day, mange ponte 
and civilian i Pete eg 


m 
were slight. It is that a 
Se acadenis 109 was shot down in 
the course of raids on Monday last. 


Four British aircraft, are missing.— 
(Press Association.) eee 


BRITISH BOMBERS ACTIVE . 


| 


hit. 


APANESE ships concentrated near Macassar, in the south- 
J western end of Celebes Island, were subjected to an Allied 
air attack, in which two large transport ships were sunk, making 


About 30 Japanese fighter ‘planes were shot down by the 
defenders of Rangoon, and British troops west of the Sittaung 
are reorganising to repel the invaders, now 70 miles from the 
Burmese capital and 20 from the Burma Road. 


Java was yesterday subjected to more Japanese air raids, 
directed mainly against its man 
the. situation before this last south-western 
Pacific stronghold as a - dangerous ' one. 


Batavia, with a population of 500,000, capital of the Dutch 
Indies, yesterday experienced its first serious raid, but little 


airfields, and Netherlands 


The latest Japanese claims include the capture of Lahat, 

about 80 miles south-west of Palembang; the destruction of 68 

Western . 

mortal blow to the British and Dutch Air Forces, and the safe 

arrival at the Burman port of Martaban of 60 ships, carrying 
troops who took part in the Singapore battle.—(Reuter.) - 


20 MILES FROM BURMA ROAD 


ava, thus “dealing a 


HUMAN BRIDGE 


German Radio says that 
for the first time a 
Japanese light tank was 
driven over a bridge formed 
by human bodies when 
Japanese pioneers in the 
Bataan Peninsula, Philip- 
pines, stood 4n a river with 
logs on their shoulders to 
form a bridge.—(A.P.) 


a 


are being evacuated shortly, as a 
** purely precautionary measure,” 
according to an official statement issued 
in India, states Madras radio. The 
official statement declares that there is 
no reason for panic. 


U.S. REPORTS 
WASHINGTON, Wednesday — A 


War Department communiqué says:— 
‘Philippine Theatre—There were sharp 
encounters between our patrols and the 
enemy all along the line in Bataan. 
Small elements of our troops were 
uniformly successful in aggressive local 
action. 

‘‘Netherlands East Indies—A forma- 
tion of nine Japanese bombers, pro- 
tected. by fourteen fighting ‘planes, 
was intercepted over Java by seven 
American Army pursuit ‘planes and 
turned back. Our ‘planes shot down 
one enemy bomber and one fighter, and 
four other enemy bombers’ were 
damaged in the attack. Our ’planes 
suffered no losses.— (Reuter. ) 

Colonel Knox said -that Japanese 
losses in Navy and merchant ships due 
to U.S. action between December 10th 
and February 24th were 15 combatant 
vessels sunk, ó believed sunk, 2 
damaged; 38 non-combatant vessels 
sunk, 4 believed sunk, 3 damaged. 

“Three enemy submarines were be- 
lieved sunk in the Atlantic, four be- 
lieved damaged, forty-nine others at- 
tacked with inconclusive results, dur- 
ing January and February,” Colonel 
Knox added.—( Reuter.) 

A small detachment of British troops 
has arrived in the New York Metro- 
politan area, the War Department an- 
nounced. The identity of the British 
units, the probable duration of their 
stay, or their ultimate destination has 
not been announced.—-(Reuter.) 

The Norwegian freighter Blink 
(2,700 tons) has been torpedoed off 
the Atlantic coast, the Navy Depart- 
ment announced.—(Reuter. ) 


FALSE ALARM 


LOS ANGELES, Wednesday.—Anti- 
aircraft guns shot ‘round after round 
at an unidentified moving object, re- 
ported to have been sighted on the out- 
skirts of the city, shortly after 5 a.m. 
to-day. 

The city had ordered a black-out 
some 35 minutes before the incident.— 
(Reuter.) 

At 12.45 a.m., Thursday, Fourth 
Army Headquarters issued this brief 
statement—‘‘ Aircraft caused a. black- 
out in Los Angeles area for several 
hours this morning. . They were not 
identified.’’— (Reuter.) 

SAN FRANCISCO, Wednesday.— 
No bombs were dropped and no ’planes 
were shot down when A.A. guns were 
fired shortly after 3 o’clock this morn- 
ing, says an announcement issued by 
the Western Command.—(Reuter.) 


U.S. SHIP SUNK 
NEW YORK, Wednesday.—A de- 


spatch from Poneo, Puerto Rico, said 
an unnamed American merchantman 
had been sunk by a submarine thirty 
miles off the Port of Guanica, Puerto, 
Rico, after being attacked at 8 p.m. 
qorkenae , and again at 2 a.m. jo-day. 
wenty-five survivors were landed at 
Guanica, but other survivors were 
adrift in lifeboats.—({Associated Press.) 

WASHINGTON, Wednesday. — A 
War Department communiqué states :— 
“Netherland Indies—Six American 


Army heavy bombers of the Flying 


Fortress type attacked Japanese ship- 
ing off Macassar to-day, sinking two 
arge enemy transports. A formation 
of American Army pursuit ’planes in- 
tercepted 52 Japanese bombers, accom- 
bad by forty fighting ‘planes over 

urabaya In the ensuing action one 
enemy bomber was 
several other 


shot down and 
Japanese "planes were 
“None of our ‘planes was 
damaged in either action. 

SAN JUAN, Wednesday.—Two boat- 
loads of survivors from the British 
tanker. La Carriere (5,685 tons), 
arrived at Guanica this afternoon.— 
(Associated Press.) | 


COMMANDER KILLED 


TOKYO, Wednesday.—Rear-Admiral 
Shusaku Shibuya, formerly commander 
of a special service vessel, was killed in 
action off Borneo yesterday, announces 
the Japanese Navy Ministry.—( Reuter.) 


SAYS NORMANDIE WAS 
“ SABOTAGED ” 


WASHINGTON, Wednesday. — A 
charge that the liner, Normandie, was 
“‘sabotaged with deliberate design to 
destroy, was made in the House of. 
ne by Mr. Dickstein, New 

ork. 

More than thirty “Nazi agents,’’ he 
added, were employed as workmen on 
the ship at the time. These agents 
‘were supplied by a New York man, 


| whom he described as “No. 1 Nazi in 


the United States and organiser of the: 
York.” —(Reuter.) | 
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‘against defaulters, because they 


Es BIT the e 
| | farmers who had paid their rates, 


' “MOST AMAZING 


CASE EVER HEARD” 


SUBMISSIONS AT 
DEVEREUX TRIAL 


Mur dial sii 


the Military Court, yesterday, the 

tenth day of the Devereux 
murder trial, was that the Court, 
having rejected the sworn evidence of 
two of the accused men to the effect 
that statements made by them were 
made under threats, should not now 
give the unsworn statements any 
weight as evidence. 

The statements referred to are those 
of Michael Walsh, Kilmacow, County 
Kilkenny, and Patrick Davern, Nine- 
milehouse, County Tipperary, in which 
they implicate the other accused 
men—George Plant, Fethard, County 
Tipperary, and Joseph O’Connor, of 
Brosna, County Kerry, neither of whom 
ave evidence—in the murder of 
lichael Devereux, County Wexford, 
petrol salesman. The State allege that 
the victim was abducted in September, 
1940, and shot by Plant. is body 
was recovered last September. 


MAN HUNT ALLEGED 


Mr. §. MacBride, appearing for 
Plant and O'Connor, occupied the 
greater part of the day im an address 
to the Court. He described the case 
as the most amazing ever tried in any 
court in this country. and said that 
it was the first time in Eire, England 
or America that two men who had 
stood their trial for two or three days, 
and had been discharged by a court 
of competent jurisdiction, had been 
again put on trial for the same offence. 
and it also was the first time that any 
court had been asked to forfeit the 
lives of men upon unsworn statements, 
not backed by evidence on-oath. Al- 
leging that it was a man hunt. he 
said that it did not begin when 
Devereux disappeared, but when it 
became known that a certain docu- 
ment had been published which pur- 
ported to be # confession from a man, 
which stated that he, in conjunction 
with other people, was responsible for 
Devereux’s death. 

Adverting to the Hayes document, 
Mr. MacBride contended that a con- 
siderable amount of information which 
seemed to be highly relevant to the 
issues in the case Si been deliberately 
withheld by the prosecution, and in 
strict law he would nearly be entitled 
to ask for an acquittal on that basis 
alone. There was not, he suggested, 
a single shred of evidence against 
Plant and O’Connor, except what was 
contained in the statements—unsworn 
statements, which, according to the 
evidence of the people who gave them, 
were untrue. 

Turning to the case against 
O’Connor, Mr. MacBride observed that 
fhe suggestion was that O’Connor was 
the prime mover, the hand behind the 
scenes; but, in so far as there was 
anybody behind the scenes in the 
murder, the only evidence was that 
contained in the Hayes document— 
namely, the allegation that a man in 
custody, in conjunction with certain 
police. officers, framed..the victim. in 
order to secure his murder. He did 
not know whether or not that was 
true. 

Mr. MacBride had not concluded his 
address when the Court adjourned. 


DAVERN’S CASE 


Davern’s counsel, Mr. Barra 
O Briain, suggested that Davern had 
been a dupe. ‘“‘It is my case,” he 
said, “ that Davern had become 
enmeshed in this tragic drama because 
he acted on the plea of loyal comrade- 
ship, on the pretext of comrade- 
ship and friendship. Davern thought 
that he was helping a man whom he 
had known in the Black and Tan days 
and a couple of pals who were in a 
bit of a jam.” 

Counsel put it to the Court that such 
an illegal Organisation as the I.R.A. 
orders came from Dublin, and the men 
who were ' big noises’’ and the 
underlings knew nothing of its secrets. 
Davern was not a member of the 
I.R.A. at the material time, he had no 
firearm, and in regard to his presence 
at the scene of the crime the Court 
should distinguish between his physical 
presence and his mental attitude. 


A MONG the propositions put to 


BLOOD TRANSFUSION 
WORK OF NEW COUNCIL 


Some members, it was learned last 
night, have already been nominated 
to the TIrish National —Blood- 
Transfusion Council, the setting-up of 
which was first announced by the 
Irish Times yesterday. 

It is understood that most of the 


work will be done through the 
existing systems of the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade and the [Irish 


red Cross Society, both of which are 
running effective donor-services. The 
formation of a National Blood Donor 
Register is thought to be likely. A 
recent census of donors showed that 
almost 50 per cent. had left the 
country. A total payment of 25s. is 
made at present by the hospitals for 
each pint of blood supplied, of which 
sum £1 goes to the donor and the 
remainder to the controlling organisa- 
tion. Payment of donors on a possible 
National Register is thought to be 
unlikely. 

_ Blood taken from donors is stored 
in refrigerators in glass containers, 
screw-capped, to which tubes can be 
attached. In this form it can be stored 
for not longer than a fortnight. 
Lenger storage requires that half of 
the blood be removed in the form of 
Eas which is not guite so effective, 
but which can be stored almost 
indefinitely under proper conditions. 
It is also possible to dry blood into 
the form of powder, after which it 
can be reconstructed by the addition 
of water. Blood groups of human 
beings are AB, A, B, and O. A donor 
need not necessarily be of the same 
group as the patient; but should have 
blood in which the red corpuscles are 
not agglutinated by the serum of the 
patient. 

An advantage of the plasma form, 
apart from its keeping qualities, is 
that it can be used with any of the 
four groups. 


18 INJURED IN IRISH MAIL 
CRASH 


The Irish mail train from London to 
Holyhead. collided with the rear of a 
Windermere train standing in Crewe 
Station yesterday. 3 

Eighteen people were treated for 
shock and superficial wounds caused 
by splintering glass. Both trains kept 
to the track, but the Windermere train 
had to be withdrawn from service. 


COUNTY DUBLIN RATE 


A decreased rate in County Dublin 
i by the Com- 
missioner, Mr. . O'Donovan, at a 
meeting of farmers in Dublin yesterday. 
At present, however, he ae 8 that he 
had no alternative but to ced 
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At last night’s meeting of the 

Town Planning Institute, 

Irish Branch, in Dublin. 

Seated : Mr. Manning Robert- 

son and Mr. H. G. Simms. 

Standing: Mr. R. Hogan and 
Mr. W. O’Brien. 


SOME EMERGENCY 


PROBLEMS 
TRANSPORT, FOOD AND 
FUEL 


SUGGESTION that the Govern- 

ment, as a contribution to 
the transport problem, should 
consider a scheme of evacuation to 
remove Dublin’s excess population 
into country districts where food 
and fuel are available, was made by 
the President of the Dublin Chamber 
of Commerce . (Mr. Joseph Walker) 
at. the annual meeting of the 
Chamber yesterday. 

Moving the adoption of the: report 
and the statement of accounts, the 
Chairman said :— “Old people, children, 
and all those who need not reside in 
the city, should be encouraged to leave. 
They will be able to assist in the 
harvesting, and; what starts like a 
summer holiday, may lead to many 
young people remaining on the land 
after the crisis is over. This may seem 
fantastic, but the war has caused huge 
migrations of peoples. If we evacuate 
the excess populations of cities to solve 
the food and fuel difficulties such a 
dispersal will leave the population of 
our country in the best position to 
face all eventualities, Lack of transport 
might make evacuation from Dublin in 


‘an emergency almost impossible.”’ 


The Government, he said, had issued 
a stop-order on the Dunlop Company 
and Britain had prohibited the export 
not only of raw rubber, but of rubber- 
manufactured goods. This meant that 
after a time road trafsport, including 
cyclists, would gradually cease. Rail- 
ways and motor transport companies 
were carrying on only from week to 
week, and the canals—the only other 
method of long-distance transport—had 
had a strike since early November, 
which had now just come to an end. 
They had discussed with the Minister 
the possibility of building barges in 
this country, but even the maximum 
effort could only add a small extra 
carrying capacity. During the summer 
the Government would have to make 
fat-reaching decisions, 

The country could exist now only by 
its own efforts, he continued. They 
could not afford to have men on the 
dole while labour was wanted for work 
on the land producing food or saving 
turf. The food shortage must be met 
with rationing, and the fixing of prices 
where the poorer citizens were affected. 
It. should be an offence to throw bread 
into the dust-bin. He appealed to all 
citizens to co-operate with the Minister 
in his efforts to eliminate waste and 
secure a fair distribution to those who 
could not substitute dearer foods. 

Mr. Walker dealt with the possibility 
of relaxing the Early Closing Order for 
suburban 
districts for the benefit of those who 
worked late in the fields, or of those 
whose trades depended on the amuse- 
ment of the public. No proposal was 
made to interfere with the 5.50 closing 
in Dublin city, which was made to 
relieve traffic congestion. 

Speaking of the Government Order 
under which a licence for turf-cuttin 
is granted only if the labour mail 
is brought from outside the district, con- 
cerned, Mr. Walker said that this 
prohibition would affect the Guild of 
Goodwill and other bodies, such as the 
Parish Councils. 

Mr. J. H. Aylward, Vice-president, 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. A. W. F. Mulligan disagreed 
with the President’s suggestion that old 
men and children ii, be evacuated. 
He urged that, the home should be pre- 
served at all costs. Of bread-wasters, 
he said that an order should be made 
prohibiting the sale of bread under 
twenty-four hours old. 

The report was adopted. 
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SIGNIFICANCE OF 
STARAYA RUSSA 


TIMOSHENKO’S GRIP ON 
KEY TOWNS 


———— 


YSCOW, Wednesday.—General 
Gregory Zhukov’s armies 
have continued their advance 
from the Valdai hills and along the 
road from Moscow to Smolensk, as 
Marshal Timoshenko’s headquarters 
have reported important new gains 
in the offensives which menace key 
points from Orel to the shores of 
Azov. 

The Staraya Russa victory on the 
Leningrad front marked the completion 
only of the first stage of these opera- 
tions. North-west of the Valadai hills 
bitter fighting continues in areas which 
were the scenes of terrific battles in 
Marshal Von Leeb’s late summer bids 
to drive north towards the city, and 
the Soviet advance through deep snow 
and bitter cold, over country lacking 
in roads, may be followed by other 
important announcements. 

the central front the Russians 
are advancing beyond Dorogobuzh, and 
now are less than 45 miles from 
Smolensk, whose north-eastern salient 
at Rzhev is endangered by the fall of 
ten other localities in this defence zone. 

In the south-west, between Orel and 
Kharkov, four important centres have 
been retaken. 

Russian pressure in the south 
towards Poltava and Dniepropetrovsk 
is maintained 

Russian sappers, breaking down 
the snow to produce a hard surface, 
constructed two cross-country roads, 
and the Germans learnt only of the 
advancing forces’ existence when they 
appeared upon their flank. 

taraya Russa was intended to be 
the starting point of an offensive which 
was to cut across the Soviet communi- 
cations and isolate Moscow; but, cross- 
ing frozen rivers and carrying out a 
27-mile night march, Soviet ski troops 
were able to isolate German garrisons 
in outlying villages while the main 
forces regrouped and surrounded 
Staraya Russa itself. Now the ring 
sirens | the remaining units of the 
16th Army is being tightened and 
strengthened, and pockets of resistance 
in various villages are being destroyed 
one after another. 

On the Central front the supply of 
the German defence zone around 
Vyazma is made more difficult by the 
capture of Dohogobuzh, forty miles to 
the west, and less than fifty miles from 
Smolensk. 

On the Orel-Kharkov line, where 
2,250 Germans were killed in the fight- 
ing for the four re-captured localities, 
Marshal Timoshenko’s troops are forc- 
ing their way through the formidable 
defence belts constructed by the Ger- 
mans. Here and further south front 
line reports indicate that the fighting 
is on a fiercer scale than ever, involv- 
ing more men than for a long time 
during the Red Army’s. ofiensive—an 
indication of the colossal effort on both 
sides. The Russian troops now are 
boring into the main German winter 
defence line in an immense battle of 
arms. and will-power.—({Press Associa- 


tion and Reuter.) 


GERMAN REPORT 


BERLIN, Wednesday. — “ German 
troops south-east of Lake Ilmen have 
repulsed, in successive counter-thrusts, 
387 attacks by strong Soviet forces in 
fighting lasting more than four weeks,” 
says a semi-official statement. Be- 
sides large quantities of arms and war 
material, the Russians lost more than 
14,000 men killed and a great many 
wounded, it is claimed, and “ numerous 
tanks, guns, machine-guns, trench mor- 
tars, flame-throwers and aircraft were 
destroyed or captured.’’—(Reuter. ) 

Maintaining the strong drives from 
west and south-west of Kalinin towards 
Rzhev, north-east salient of the Ger- 
man Vyazma-Smolensk defence zone, 
General Zhukov’s troops have re- 
captured 17 more inhabited localities, 
according to the Soviet midnight com- 
muniqué. ) : 


GERMAN LEGATION IN EIRE 


Mr. Geoffrey Shakespeare, 
mentary Under-Secretary for the 
Dominions, states in a written answer 
that he has no reason to suppose that 
there has been any recent large increase 
in the number of persons attached to 
the German Legation in Dublin, but he 
will make inquiries. 

Asked if he has inf-rmation as to 
Germans being dropped by parachute 
in Eire, he says he will inquire into 
this matter also. 


Mr. Justice Bucknill’s investigation 
Anto the passage of the German ships 
through the Straits of Dover is ex- 
ail to be completed almost im- 


| 


mediately. The reports will go to the 


Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill. 
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(Above) One of the 
bonnet styles now so 
fashionable, 


(On Left) Most becoming 
‘* Tailored * wide brim super 
felt, picked from our range of 
** Scott Hats.” These hats need 
no introduction to the smart 
woman; they are world famous. 
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